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World Premiere of a Jazz Collaboration at Cherry Blossom Festival 

Features Radio King Orchestra and Toshihito Okamoto 

 

Signifies the 92 year tradition of Japanese-American Friendship 
 
 
(Washington, DC  --  March 12, 2004) 
 
The 2004 Cherry Blossom Festival will showcase another exciting Japanese-American 
collaboration.  
  
Washington area big band, Radio King Orchestra and Toshihito Okamoto, a master of Tsugaru 
Shiyamisen from Tokyo, Japan will perform at the 2004 Cherry Blossom Festival Opening 
Ceremony. Although the bands will play separately, they will come together for a world 
premiere of a Japanese folk tune infused with authentic American big band styling. This is a 
'first' because the tonal qualities and tempo of Japanese and American music and instruments are 
so very different.  
 
This exciting musical collaboration epitomizes the 92-year tradition of Japanese-American 
friendship symbolized by Japan’s gift of Cherry Blossom trees. Inspired by Radio King 
Orchestra's distinctive big band sound, Toshihito Okamoto arranged a Japanese folk tune using 
the Japanese instrumentation of Tsugaru Shiyamisen, Shakuhach (Bamboo Flute) and two 
Japanese Drums. In turn, Rick Gordon, Radio King Orchestra's band leader, took the 
arrangement and scored it for big band.  
 
Radio King Orchestra, Washington's most exciting and elegant Big Band will perform the Finale 
of the Cherry Blossom Festival Opening Ceremony. The band's signature instrumental styling 
and lush vocals, elegance, and energy is captivating and gets everyone 'in the mood' and dancing. 
RKO captures the vintage vim and vigor of the big band era ... and gives the music a vitality that 
is today! For more information on the Radio King Orchestra, visit the band's website at 
www.rkoswing.com. 
  
The Opening Ceremony of the Cherry Blossom Festival on March 27, 2004 at 5:30 pm.  
coincides with the Grand Opening of the Mandarin Oriental Hotel (1330 Maryland Avenue SW).  
The ceremony is free and open to the public, but tickets are required. For additional information 
and a schedule of events, please visit our website at www.nationalcherryblossomfestival.org or 
call 202-547-1500.  
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Jazz Concert Listings: 
 
 
 

 
The Radio King Orchestra will perform at the Opening Ceremony of the Cherry 
Blossom Festival on Saturday, March 27, 2004 at 5:30 pm at the Mandarin Oriental 
Hotel (1330 Maryland Avenue SW).   
 
The ceremony is free and open to the public, but tickets are required. For additional 
information please visit our website at www.nationalcherryblossomfestival.org or call 
202-547-1500. 
 
 
 
  
 
 


